


1890 1990 

Population: 63 million 249 million

Whites: 87% 83%

median age: 22 32

male life expectancy: 46 71

female life expectancy: 48 78

defense expenditure: $67 m. $329 billion 

active duty military: 39,000 2 m.

w/right vote: 27% 76%

percent voting: 75 55







Alder Gulch, Montana Territory (1863)



Helena, Montana Territory





Chinese miners in Idaho operate destructive water cannons used in hydraulic mining.



Hydraulic mining used pressurized water jets to mine gold.  Such techniques, aimed at fast 
profit, devastated the environment.  It clogged rivers with runoff, caused flooding and 

mudslides, and ruined farmland.





Cattle trails

from Texas

(1865-1885)



aƻǾƛƴƎ ŎŀǘǘƭŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ άƭƻƴƎ ŘǊƛǾŜέ
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Cowboys in New Mexico ranch in 1888.  They worked for the Prairie Cattle Co., a British 
corporation that owned 8,000 square miles of land.





Buffalo herd painting (1860s)



IŀǊǇŜǊΩǎ ²ŜŜƪƭȅengraving shows a buffalo skinner at work in 1874.



Hunters destroyed the great buffalo herds to obtain the hides.



Stacks of buffalo hides in Dodge City, Kansas in 1873.  This one company could handle 80,000 
hides at at time.



Buffalo skulls were 
collected for industrial 
use.  Nearly 2 million 
tons of bones were 
processed.





άDƘƻǎǘ 5ŀƴŎŜǊǎέ όмуфлύ



Aftermath of Wounded Knee incident in 1890.



Vanishing Lands  Once masters of the continent, Native Americans have been squeezed into just 
2 percent of U.S. territory.



Growth of Western Farming



Nebraska sodhouse



ά.ƻƴŀƴȊŀέ ŦŀǊƳ



IŀǊǾŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǿƘŜŀǘ ƻƴ άōƻƴŀƴȊŀέ ŦŀǊƳ



The Gilded Age
(1865-1896)

The Industrialization of America



Population growth, 1860-1900





Telephone operators



Technological advances, the Brooklyn Bridge under construction



/ƘƛŎŀƎƻΩǎ ǎǘƻŎƪȅŀǊŘǎ



{ǿƛŦǘΩǎ άŘƛǎŀǎǎŜƳōƭȅ ƭƛƴŜέ ƻŦ ƳŜŀǘǇŀŎƪƛƴƎ



Thomas Edison in Menlo Park lab



Andrew Carnegie



/ŀǊƴŜƎƛŜΩǎ ǎǘŜŜƭƳƛƭƭ ŀǘ IƻƳŜǎǘŜŀŘΣ tŜƴƴǎȅƭǾŀƴƛŀ



²ƻǊƪ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ /ŀǊƴŜƎƛŜΩǎ ǎǘŜŜƭƳƛƭƭ





Pennsylvania oil fields in the 1860s



John D. Rockefeller





aŀƴȅ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ wƻŎƪŜŦŜƭƭŜǊΩǎ {ǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ hƛƭ ƳƻƴƻǇƻƭȅ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜŘ ŘŀƴƎŜǊƻǳǎ ǇƻǿŜǊΥ  ƘŜǊŜ ǎŜŜƴ 
an octopus threatening Congress, taxpayers, state legislatures and reaching for the White 
House.



This cartoon expresses the widespread concern about the harmful effects of monopolies in the 
late 1800s



What are the necessary downsides to 
rapid industrialization?



The Downside of an 
Industrial World

Labor, Urban Expansion, & 
Environmental Change



Some Americans were offended by the argument that business leaders protected jobs



Factory workers were often subjected to hazardous work conditions.



Factory work at the turn of the century (1900)



Lewis Hine picture of a girl working in a textile mill in South Carolina



Child labor in a North Carolina textile mill in 1900



ά.ǊŜŀƪŜǊ ōƻȅǎέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻŀƭ ƳƛƴŜǎΦ



ά! ¢ƻǳǊƴŀƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ¢ƻŘŀȅ -- A Set to Between Labor and Monopoly





Jacob Riis photograph of a courtyard in the Lower East Side.



WŀŎƻō wƛƛǎΩ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘ ŦƻǊ How the Other Half Lives (1890)



WŀŎƻō wƛƛǎ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘ ƻŦ ά{ǘǊŜŜǘ !ǊŀōǎέΣ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿƘƻ ǊƻŀƳŜŘ ǘƘŜ 
tenement district of New York City.



άIƻƳŜǿƻǊƪέ



Street life for the urban poor.



Garbage in the streets.



Urban congestion in Chicago in 1890s.



Pittsburgh in the 1890s.  





Paul Bunyan and Babe
Bemidji, Minnesota 



Minnesota Logging



{ǿƛŦǘΩǎ άŘƛǎŀǎǎŜƳōƭȅ ƭƛƴŜέ ƻŦ ƳŜŀǘǇŀŎƪƛƴƎ
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How was the rest of the country affected by 
population growth and industrialization?



Triangle Shirtwaist Company (1911)



The Triangle Shirtwaist Company fire.



Watching women jump from the Triangle Shirtwaist Company fire.



Progressive Era (1896-1920)

Reaction? Reform? Diversity?







Preservation -vs.- Scientific Conservation 

John Muir - Gifford Pinchot



TR and John Muir



DƛŦŦƻǊŘ tƛƴŎƘƻǘ ǿŀǎ wƻƻǎŜǾŜƭǘΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ-hand aide as Chief 
Forester in his campaign for conservation of natural resources



By the second decade of the 20th century is the 
United States ready to become a player on  
the international scene?



Consumer Prices and Farm Product Prices, 1865-1910



U.S. Imperialism

Where oh where did my little republic go?







1895 Cartoon shows Uncle Sam comforting ñdamselò Cuba, while 

Spanish misrule and Cuban revolutionaries lay waste to each 

other.



The battleship Maineenters Havana Harbor in 1898.



The battleship Maine after the explosion.



Front page of the 

New York Journal 

the day after the 

Maine sunk


