










IV. CHRISTIANITY
• THREAT TO THE STATE

• WHY DID THE EMPIRE VIEW CHRISTIANITY AS A THREAT? 

• FAILURE TO ACCEPT STATE GODS

• AVERSION TO ALL POLITICAL/SOCIAL ACTIVITY

• FOCUS ON OTHERWORLDLY PURSUITS

• CHALLENGING SOCIAL PRACTICES

• CANNIBALISM

• ROMAN REACTIONS

• PERSECUTIONS

• BLAMED AS SCAPEGOATS

• NERO (64 CE) INCITES LOCAL PERSECUTIONS

• DECIUS, GALLUS AND VALERIAN (250-260)

• DIOCLETIAN (303)







COUNCIL OF NICEA

• CREATED CHRISTIANITY AS A RELIGION















SPREAD OF CHRISTIANITY

1. MONASTIC MISSIONARY CONVERSION

I. ST. PATRICK

2. STANDARD CONVERSION

I. ST. BENEDICT

3. MONARCHICAL FORCED CONVERSION

I. CHARLEMAGNE

----------------------------------------------



SPREAD OF CHRISTIANITY => PAPAL MONARCHY

1. MONASTIC MISSIONARY CONVERSION

I. ST. PATRICK

2. STANDARD CONVERSION

I. ST. BENEDICT

3. MONARCHICAL FORCED CONVERSION

I. CHARLEMAGNE

----------------------------------------------

• CONSOLIDATION  OF THE PAPAL MONARCHY (800-1054)













SPREAD OF CHRISTIANITY => MEDIEVAL CHURCH

1. EARLY CHRISTIANITY (30?-324)

• COUNCIL OF NICEA

2. SPREAD OF CHRISTIANITY  (325- 799)

• MONASTIC MISSIONARY CONVERSION    (PATRICK)

• STANDARD CONVERSION     (BENEDICT)

• MONARCHICAL FORCED CONVERSION    (CHARLEMAGNE)

3. MEDIEVAL ERA

• CONSOLIDATION  (800-1054)

• CRUSADES (1095-1204)

• STANDARDIZATION  (1209-1305)





INQUISITION  
(1184)

• SPANISH INQUISITION  (1478) 





• 1204 – 4TH CRUSADE

• 1209 – ALBIGENSIAN CRUSADE

• 1212 – CHILDREN’S CRUSADE

• 1216 – 5TH CRUSADE
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PRE ISLAMIC LIFE





II. MUHAMMAD (571-632)

• BORN INTO LESSER BRANCH OF ONE OF MECCA’S LEADING CLANS

• HAS A MYSTICAL EXPERIENCE - BECOMES A PROPHET

• 622 FLEES FROM MECCA TO MEDINA - KNOWN AS HIJRA - YEAR 1 IN ISLAMIC CALENDAR

• BEGINS CONQUESTS

• 630 MECCA SUBMITS

• 632 REST OF ARABIA DOES AS WELL.



570 C.E.

• MUHAMMAD IBN  ABDULLAH

• BORN IN MECCA

• AN ORPHAN 

• QURAYSH TRIBE

• KA’BA



EARLY LIFE

• SUCCESSFUL MERCHANT

• KNOWN FOR FAIRNESS

• CONCERN FOR SOCIAL ISSUES

• CARAVAN MANAGER

• STRONG LEADER



FIRST REVELATION

• 610 C.E. (40YS OLD)

• YEARLY RETREATS 

• CAVE OF HIRA

• VISITED BY THE

   ANGEL GABRIEL

• TOLD TO “RECITE!”



THE HIJRAH

• START OF THE NEW ISLAMIC YEAR (LUNAR CALENDAR OF 354 DAYS)



MEDINA

• 2ND HOLIEST SITE IN ISLAM

• MUHAMMAD BECOMES POLITICAL

• DEFENSIVE JIHAD



BATTLE OF BADR

MUHAMMAD PLANNED TO ATTACK THE LARGEST CARAVAN OF THE 
YEAR COMING FROM MECCA.

   

• QURAYSH FOUND OUT

    AND SENT AN ARMY 

    OF 1,000 MEN

MUHAMMAD WAS

OUTNUMBERED 3 TO 1



SUCCESSION OF MUHAMMAD
(RASHIDIN CALIPHS 632-661)

(UMMAYAD CALIPHATE 661-750)

⚫ 1st Caliph- Abu Bakr

   -Expanded Islam to present day Iraq & Syria

⚫ Caliph- ‘Umar Ibn Khattab

   -killed by a slave

⚫ Caliph- ‘Uthman

   -controversial Caliph



II. EXPANSION OF ISLAM

• UNIFIED REGION ATTACKS THE WEAKENED SASSANID (PERSIAN) AND 

BYZANTINE EMPIRES

• SUCCESS LEADS TO TERRITORIAL ACQUISITIONS

• SYRIA AND EGYPT DISLIKE BYZANTINE RELIGION - DO NOT PUT UP MUCH FIGHT

• 636 DEFEAT OF BYZANTINE ARMY

• 637 DEFEAT OF SASSANID ARMY 

• EXPANSION (SEE MAP).





II. ARABIA IN MOHAMMED’S LIFETIME



II. EXPANSION OF ISLAM



II. CIVIL WAR



II. EXPANSION OF ISLAM



II. FIVE PILLARS OF FAITH

• GOD ASSURES ETERNAL SALVATION FOR ALL THAT 
LEAD MORALLY CORRECT LIVES AND FOLLOW THE FIVE 
PRECEPTS OF ISLAM

1 “THERE IS NO GOD BUT ALLAH, AND MUHAMMAD IS HIS 
PROPHET.”

2 PRAY 5 TIMES A DAY

3 FAST DURING MONTH OF RAMADAN

4 GIVE GENEROUS ALMS

5 PILGRIMAGE TO MECCA

• JIHAD – FROM A DISCOUNTED HADITH – MILITARY 
STRUGGLE TO EXPAND AND PROTECT THE 
COMMUNITY OF FAITHFUL



OTTOMAN EMPIRE

• TURKISH TRIBE SETTLED IN ANATOLIA

• BY 1300 OTTOMAN CLAN LEADS ALL TURKS

• BY 1360 CONTROLLED MUCH OF THE ROMAN (BYZANTINE) TERRITORY



OTTOMAN EMPIRE



OTTOMAN EMPIRE

• BY 1451 ALL BUT A SMALL PART OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE CONQUERED BY OTTOMANS

• CONSTANTINOPLE PLACED 

 UNDER SIEGE BY MEHMET II 

• CITY CONQUERED IN 1453

• WAR AND SLAVE BASED ECONOMY

• MUST CONQUER TO GAIN SLAVES

• PURCHASE OF CHRISTIANS 

• FAMILIES SELL CHILDREN

• ROLE OF SLAVES

• ADMINISTRATIVE LEADERS

• SOLDIERS

• CONSTANT ATTACKS AGAINST CHRISTIAN EUROPE

• RELIGIOUS REASONS (PROTECTORS OF ISLAM)

• ECONOMIC REASONS (NEED FOR SLAVES) Sultan Mehmet II from the folios in 

Topkapi Palace, Istanbul



OTTOMAN EMPIRE



OTTOMAN EMPIRE

• CONQUEST FURTHER ALTERS MEDITERRANEAN TRADE



AFRICA TIMELINE

• 2400 BCE  KERMA CULTURE (KUSH) BEGINS

• 1070 BCE  KUSH GAINS INDEPENDENCE 

• 1000 BCE  BANTU MIGRATION BEGINS

• 50 BCE   AKSUM BEGINS

200S  CAMEL INTRODUCED FOR SAHARA TRADE

957  KILWA FOUNDED

989  TIMBUKTU UNIVERSITY FOUNDED

1154  GHANA ENTIRELY MUSLIM

1324  MANSA MUSA’S HAJJ

1450  GREAT ZIMBABWE ABANDONED

1497  PORTUGUESE BEGIN INDIAN OCEAN CONQUEST



I. GEOGRAPHY
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I. GEOGRAPHY

• THREE MAIN AFRICAN CULTURAL CENTERS EMERGE

1. NORTHEAST AFRICA ON NILE RIVER

2. WEST AFRICA RIVERS

3. BANTU SPREAD TO SOUTHERN AFRICA

21 3



I. GEOGRAPHY

21 3



I. KERMA/KUSH

• KERMA CONQUERED BY EGYPT

• 1504 BCE CONQUEST

• REBELLION VS CONTROL

• INCREASINGLY EGYPTIAN CULTURE

• CALLED NUBIA BY EGYPT

• KUSHITE EXPANSION

• CONQUEST OF EGYPT

• BECOME THE 25TH DYNASTY OF EGYPT

• 744-656

• THESE ARE THE “BLACK PHAROAH’S” THAT PEOPLE MENTION

• EVEN BUILD MINI-PYRAMIDS FOR THEIR TOMBS

• NEW KINGDOM EGYPT COLLAPSES 1070 BCE

• KUSH GAINS INDEPENDENCE

21 3



I. KUSH
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II. BANTU MIGRATION

• NOK CULTURE

• 900 BCE-200 CE

• SKIPPED BRONZE AGE

• TERRACOTTA FIGURES

• BANTU HOMELAND

• CAMEROON & NIGERIA

• GRIOT TRADITION

• ORAL TRADITION

• POPULATION MOVEMENT EAST AND SOUTH

• 1000+ YEARS OF MIGRATION

• SPREAD OF IDEAS 

• IRON WORKING

• POTTERY WORKING

• AGRICULTURE

21 3
Image source: https://www.worldhistory.org/image/10324/map-of-
nok-culture-territory/ 

https://www.worldhistory.org/image/10324/map-of-nok-culture-territory/
https://www.worldhistory.org/image/10324/map-of-nok-culture-territory/


II. GEOGRAPHY

21 3



II. BANTU MIGRATION

• IMPACT

• SPREAD OF TECHNOLOGY

• DEFORESTATION

• IRON TOOLS MAKE IT EASIER

• CHARCOAL NEEDED TO MAKE IRON

• SPREAD OF FOODS

• BANANAS, YAMS

• EXPULSION OF KHOI-SAN COMMUNITIES

• KALAHARI DESERT, JUNGLES, MOUNTAINS

• IMPACT

• SPREAD OF BANTU LANGUAGES

• APPROXIMATELY 380 LANGUAGE GROUPS IN AFRICA TODAY BASED OFF BANTU

• SPREAD OF TRIBAL ORGANIZATION

21 3



AFRICAN CONNECTIONS

• RELIGION

• SPREAD OF ISLAM

• SPREAD OF CHRISTIANITY

• TRADE

• TRANS-SAHARA

• SWAHILI COAST

• MUCH LATER – ATLANTIC COAST



GHANA & MALI

• GHANA EMPIRE

• BEGINS 100S CE

• CAMEL INTRODUCED 200S

• FROM 600S – 1200S CONTROLS SAHARA TRADE

• GOLD & SALT ARE THE COMMODITIES

• TRADE GOES TO MUSLIM-CONTROLLED NORTHERN AFRICA

• RELIGION

• FROM ANCESTOR WORSHIP TO ISLAM

• TOTAL CONVERSION TO ISLAM BY 1154

• DISSOLUTION

• OVERGRAZING

• INVASION

• DECLINE OF TRADE



GHANA & MALI

Locations of gold deposits in western Africa - shaded



GHANA & MALI



GHANA & MALI

• MALI EMPIRE

• GAINS CONTROLS SAHARA TRADE BY LATE 1200S

• GOLD & SALT ARE THE COMMODITIES

• FOUNDED BY SUNDIATA

• ISLAMIC FROM FOUNDING

• MANSA MUSA RULES 1312-1331

• STRONG CENTRAL GOVERNMENT

• PROVINCES RULED BY GOVERNORS

• TAXED TRADE ROUTES

• INVITED SCHOLARS TO TEACH 

• MATH, MEDICINE, LAW, RELIGION



GHANA & MALI

Mansa Musa depicted in 1375. 

Source: Detail from the Catalan Atlas Sheet 6, National Library of France, Paris



AMERICAS TIMELINE
350 BCE  OLMEC COLLAPSE

600  CAHOKIA FOUNDED

750  ANCESTRAL PUEBLOAN BEGIN PUEBLOS

1345  FOUNDING OF TENOCHTITLAN

1430  AZTEC EMPIRE BEGINS

1438  INCA EMPIRE BEGINS EXPANDING

1450  LEAGUE OF IROQUOIS BEGINS

1521  AZTEC CONQUERED BY SPAIN

1533  INCA CONQUERED BY SPAIN



North American 

Culture Areas, c. 

1500











OUTLINE

I. OLMEC

II. AZTEC EMPIRE

III. INCA EMPIRE

2 31



I. OLMEC
• EARLIEST MESOAMERICAN CIVILIZATION

• 1500 BCE TO COLLAPSE IN 400 BCE

• ARCHEOLOGICAL CULTURE (NO HISTORICAL TEXTS)

• DID HAVE AN EARLY WRITING SYSTEM

• ADVANCED STONEWORK

• FOOD 

• FISHING/HUNTING

• AGRICULTURE 

• BEANS, SQUASH, MAIZE (INCORPORATED MUCH LATER)

• DEPEND ON SEASONAL FLOODING 

• TRADE

• CREATED LONG-DISTANCE TRADE NETWORKS

• TRADE GOODS

• POTTERY, STONE TOOLS, STATUES

• DESIRED GOODS

• OBSIDIAN, ANIMAL SKINS, FEATHERS, SALT

• RUBBER PRODUCING REGION



I. OLMEC
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I. OLMEC

Pre-Columbian Meso-American trade networks2 31



I. OLMEC• RELIGION

• POLYTHEISTIC

• JAGUAR, THE CAT GOD, BRINGS RAIN

• SACRIFICES

• PYRAMIDAL TEMPLES

• ENTERTAINMENT

• ATHLETIC GAMES

• ENDS 400-350 BCE

• ENEMY ATTACK?

• NATURAL DISASTER?

• CROP FAILURE – MOST LIKELY (SILTING OF 

RIVERS/VOLCANISM)

• THE “MOTHER CULTURE” FOR MESO-

AMERICA

Olmec head #3, basalt; height: 1.8 m, length: 1.28 m, width: 0.83 m;

Source: Xalapa Museum of Anthropology

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Museo_de_Antropolog%C3%ADa_de_Xalapa


II. AZTEC
• POLITICAL SITUATION

• REGION OF CITY STATES

• CONSTANT WARFARE

• SLAVES CAPTURED IN BATTLE

• PAYMENT OF TRIBUTE

• TAXES IN COFFEE BEANS OR COTTON TEXTILES

• SOCIAL STRUCTURE

• HIERARCHICAL

• EMPEROR

• NOBLES

• PRIESTS

• BELIEVE WORLD WILL END IF GODS ARE UNHAPPY

• MAINTAIN SOCIETY BY MAKING GODS HAPPY

• OFFERINGS TO GODS

• INCLUDING HUMAN SACRIFICE

• COMMONERS

• SLAVES SOCIAL STRUCTURE

• EDUCATION AT HOME TILL 15

• MILITARY OR ART/SCIENCE/LEADERSHIP

• ALL MALES CONSCRIPTED TO MILITARY

• WARFARE – FREQUENT

• CAN BECOME A NOBLE IF DISTINGUISHED IN BATTLE

• ELITE MILITARY GROUPS (CAPTURE 20)

• JAGUAR

• EAGLE

• WARS FOUGHT WITH CLEAR GOAL: CAPTIVES FOR GOD OF SUN & WAR (HUITZILOPOCHTLI)



II. AZTEC EMPIRE
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II. AZTEC

Note location of the three cities

2 31



II. AZTEC
• TENOCHTITLAN – CAPITOL OF THE MEXICA

• BUILT ON ISLAND

• ARCHITECTURE

• FLOATING FARMS

• DIKE ACROSS LAKE (NEZAHUALCOYOTL) IS ABOUT 10 MILES LONG!

• AQUEDUCTS

• MAJOR STRUCTURES

• CENTRAL TEMPLE

• POPULATION OF 150-200,000 (SIXTH LARGEST IN WORLD)

• RELIGION – POLYTHEISTIC WITH TWO KEY GODS

• HUITZILOPOCHTLI (GOD OF WAR & SUN)  

• FIGHTS AGAINST SIBLINGS (MOON & STARS) EVERYDAY

• NEEDS SACRIFICE TO WIN DAILY STRUGGLE

• NO SACRIFICES = END OF THE WORLD

• ROYAL FAMILY VS. PRISONERS

• TLĀLOC (GOD OF RAIN & FERTILITY)

• FIVE TYPES OF RAIN – ONLY ONE IS BENEFICIAL

• NEED SACRIFICES

• STATUE OF HUITZILOPOCHTLI ALWAYS NEARBY (TO COMPEL TLĀLOC TO GIVE GOOD RAIN)



II. AZTEC

Dike of Netzahualcoyotl separates salty from fresh lake 

waters2 31



II. AZTEC

Detail from 1582 drawing of Tenochtitlan

2 31



III. INCA EMPIRE EXPANSION

2 31



III. INCA EMPIRE
• PERUVIAN EMPIRE

• BEGINS IN CUZCO IN 1300S

• CONQUEST UNDERWAY BY 1400

• SOCIAL STRUCTURE

• HIGHLY STRATIFIED

• EMPEROR

• NOBLES – MEMBERS OF THE INCA TRIBE

• COMMONERS (CONQUERED PEOPLES)

• DEALING WITH CONQUERED PEOPLES

• RESETTLEMENT OF CONQUERED PEOPLE

• SPLITS UP GROUPS, HARDER TO REVOLT

• CHILDREN OF RULERS SENT TO LIVE IN QUITO AS HOSTAGES

• LABOR TAX ON SUBJECTS, PAID BY:

• SERVICE IN ARMY

• PUBLIC WORKS (ROADS, CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS…)

• AGRICULTURE 

• RELIGIOUS POLICY OF TOLERATION

2 31



III. Inca Empire

2 31

Sacsayhuamán, Cusco



III. INCA EMPIRE

• ARCHITECTURE

• NO CEMENT

• ROUNDED CORNERS

• INWARD SLANTED STONES

• EARTHQUAKE PROOF!

• AGRICULTURE

• TERRACING

• FAMILY UNITS

• FOOD FOR ARMY

• STOREHOUSES

2 31



III. INCA EMPIRE
• RELIGION

• OFFICIAL GODS, BUT TOLERANT OF OTHER RELIGIONS

• RITUAL AND SACRIFICES

• ANIMAL AND HUMAN

• MUMMIFICATION & GRAVE GOODS

• AFTERLIFE

• THREE RULES TO FOLLOW

• DO NOT STEAL

• DO NOT LIE

• DO NOT BE LAZY

• GOOD GO TO LAND OF SUN, BAD GO TO UNDERWORLD

• TAXATION

• CENSUS EVERY NOVEMBER

• PEOPLE

• ANIMAL HERDS

• ALPACA & LLAMAS

• RECORDS KEPT BY GOVERNOR

• BY 1533

• TOTAL POPULATION 12 MILLION 

• MORE THAN 25,000 MILES OF ROADS

• DIVERSE NATION OF MORE THAN 30 LANGUAGES



III. INCA

• BY 1533

• TOTAL POPULATION 12 MILLION 

• MORE THAN 25,000 MILES OF ROADS

• DIVERSE NATION OF MORE THAN 30 LANGUAGES

2 31



II. MOUND BUILDING CULTURES

2 3 4 51





Mississippian city of Cahokia:   By the 13th century, 

Cahokia was as populous as medieval London and served as a center of trade 

for the vast interior of North America.



II. CAHOKIA

• BEGINS 600 CE

• PEAKS AROUND 1100 CE

• POPULATION UP TO 40,000 (BY FAR THE LARGEST CITY NORTH OF MEXICO)

• ABANDONED BY 1350 CE

• UNKNOWN WHY

• FLOODING? (FLOODS 1340-60)

• RELIGIOUS AND CULTURAL CENTER

• MIDDLE MISSISSIPPIAN CULTURE

• BUILD GIANT MOUNDS (MOUND BUILDING CULTURE)

• DIRT AS AN OFFERING

• BUILT BY HAND

• MOUND BUILDING

• 80 MOUNDS STILL EXIST (OVER 200 AT ONE POINT)



II. CAHOKIA

2 3 4 51



III. ANCESTRAL PUEBLANS (ANASAZI)

2 3 4 51





“Cliff Palace,” Mesa Verde, Colorado



III. ANCESTRAL PUEBL0AN (ANASAZI)

• TRADE NETWORKS

• CONSTRUCTION STYLE

• GREAT HOUSES

• KIVAS

• WATER SYSTEMS 

• MALI EMPIRE

• GAINS CONTROLS SAHARA TRADE BY LATE 1200S

• GOLD & SALT ARE THE COMMODITIES

• FOUNDED BY SUNDIATA

• ISLAMIC FROM FOUNDING

2 3 4 51





III. MAJOR TRIBAL GROUPS

2 3 4 51



IV. IROQUOIS

2 3 4 51
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