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INDIA 

Å3200 BCE FIRST INDUS AGRICULTURE

Å~2500-1500 BCE HINDUISM BEGINS

Å~2500-1700 BCE INDUS VALLEY CIVILIZATION

Å340 BCE CHANDRAGUPTA MAURYA BORN

Å321 BCE NANDA EMPIRE CONQUERED BY MAURYA

Å185 BCE MAURYA EMPIRE ENDS

Å650-1335 CE RAJPUT DYNASTIES (NORTH INDIA)

Å711 CE ARABS TAKE SIND

Å900S CE MUSLIM RAIDS FROM CENTRAL ASIA BEGIN

Å1206 CE DELHI SULTANATE ESTABLISHED

Å1301-1306 CE MONGOLS ATTACK INDIA

Å1336 CE VIJAYANAGAR EMPIRE ESTABLISHED 



INDIA OUTLINE

ÅGEOGRAPHY   (RIVER / MOUNTAINS / MONSOONS)

ÅHARAPAN

ÅSOCIETY

ÅCASTE SYSTEM

ÅRELIGION

ÅHINDUISM

ÅBUDDHISM

ÅEMPIRES

ÅMAURYAN

ÅKUSHAN

ÅGUPTA





Å MESOPOTAMIA 

Å ðWHEAT 

Å INDIA 

Å ðWHEAT, BARLEY

Å CHINA

Å ðMILLET (NORTH) & RICE 

(SOUTH)

Å MEXICO

Å ðMAIZE (CORN)







I. GEOGRAPHY

ÅTWO MAJOR RIVERS IN INDIA

ÅINDUS

ÅGANGES

ÅMOUNTAINS

ÅHIMALAYAS = ISOLATION FROM CHINA

ÅHINDU KUSH = ALLOWS LIMITED TRAVEL

ÅMONSOONS

ÅSEASONAL WINDS DOMINATE INDIAõS WEATHER

ÅOCT-MAY BRING DRY WEATHER

ÅMID-JUNE WET WEATHER BEGINS





EARLY INDUS VALLEY CIVILIZATIONS

ÅFIRST CITIES AROSE IN THE INDUS 
RIVER VALLEY =  2500 B.C.

Credit 

Jeff Schmaltz, MODIS Rapid Response Team, NASA/GSFC

ÅLarge Agriculture settlement developed 

on rivers = 3300 BCE



HARAPPAN SOCIETY

Indus cities were laid out on a grid

Perimeter walls / Fortified citadels / Large granary

Marketplaces / Neighborhoods / Public buildings,  

Multiple house types suggest social distinctions predicated on wealth

Complex plumbing and sewage systems



DEFORESTATION

ÅLED TO TOP SOIL EROSION & REDUCED RAINFALL

ÅTHE INDUS VALLEY BECOMES A DESERT

ÅAGRICULTURAL YIELDS ARE REDUCED & é

ÅTHE HARAPPENSFACE A SUBSISTENCE CRISES

TECTONIC PLATES SHIFTS AROUND 1750 B.C. 

ÅEARTHQUAKES, FLOODS, AND PERHAPS SHIFTS IN THE FLOW 
OF THE INDUS

Å30 SKELETONS FOUND UNBURIED & SCATTERED ABOUT 
MOHENJO-DARO

So What Harappaned to the 

Harappens? 



HARAPPAN SOCIETAL DEVELOPMENT 
IMPOSSIBLE TO FOLLOW é

CHALLENGES TO KNOWLEDGE

Earliest remains lie below the current water table

Existing written records are undecipherable

Religion ????????: no temple sites have been found



CASTE SYSTEM

ÅARYANS

Å2000 B.C. NOMADS FROM THE STEPPES

ÅGROUPS TO EUROPE & INDIA  (NAZI???)

ÅDEVELOP SANSKRIT(CA. 1000 B.C.)

ÅEARLY WRITINGS CALLED VEDAS

ÅREVEAL A CONFLICT BETWEEN TRIBES  (1500-400 BCE)

ÅCASTE SYSTEM

ÅARYANS CONSTRUCTED A WELL-DEFINED SOCIAL ORDER

ÅSOCIAL DISTINCTIONS BASED ON COMPLEXION

ÅFOUR MAIN VARNAS (CASTES) RECOGNIZED

ÅSERVED AS THE PRINCIPAL FOUNDATION OF SOCIAL STABILITY



REINCARNATION
ÅPRIESTS

ÅWARRIOR

ÅCOMMONERõS

ÅPEASANTS

ÅUNTOUCHABLES



CASTE SYSTEM

ÅARYANS

Å2000 B.C. NOMADS FROM THE STEPPES

ÅGROUPS TO EUROPE & INDIA  (NAZI???)

ÅDEVELOP SANSKRIT(CA. 1000 B.C.)

ÅEARLY WRITINGS CALLED VEDAS

ÅREVEAL A CONFLICT BETWEEN TRIBES  (1500-400 BCE)

ÅCASTE SYSTEM

ÅARYANS CONSTRUCTED A WELL-DEFINED SOCIAL ORDER

ÅSOCIAL DISTINCTIONS BASED ON COMPLEXION

ÅFOUR MAIN VARNAS (CASTES) RECOGNIZED

ÅSERVED AS THE PRINCIPAL FOUNDATION OF SOCIAL STABILITY



RELIGION

ÅVEDAS:

ÅHINDUISM:

ÅBUDDHISM

ÅJAINISM



HINDUISM

- BLEND OF ARYAN AND NATIVE BELIEFS ESTABLISHED AFTER 1500 B.C.

- THE VEDAS= A COLLECTION OF HYMNS AND RELIGIOUS CEREMONIES PASSED DOWN ORALLY.  

- POLYTHEISM

- MORE THAN 33,000 GODS IN THE HINDU FAITH       =(GANESHGOD OF SUCCESS?)

- HENOTHEISM

- = BRAHMAN = òGREAT UNIVERSAL SOULó

- ONENESS ðESCAPE THE CYCLE OF EXISTENCE

- MORAL DUALISM (TRIMURTI)

- VISHNUTHE PRESERVER

- BRAHMATHE CREATOR

- SHIVATHE DESTROYER. 



HINDU BELIEFS

ESCAPE THE CYCLE OF EXISTENCE THROUGH ONENESS WITH BRAHMAN

- BRAHMANð

- THE ULTIMATE SPIRITUAL BEING OR GOD IN THE UNIVERSE

- REINCARNATIONð

- INDIVIDUAL SOUL IS REBORN IN A DIFFERENT FORM AFTER DEATH.

- KARMAð

- PERSONõS ACTIONS IN THIS LIFE DETERMINE ONEõS STATUS IN THE NEXT.

- YOGAð

- TRAINING DESIGNED TO LEAD TO UNION WITH GOD.



BUDDHISM
SIDHARTAGAUTAMA (563-483 B.C.) IN WHAT IS TODAY SOUTHERN NEPAL

- SIMILARITIES 

- HINDU REFORM MOVEMENT

- BRAHMIN (PRIEST) -> INDIVIDUAL

- SAME GOAL OF ACHIEVING NIRVANA

- (òESCAPING CYCLE OF EXISTENCE =SUFFERING)

- SAME TECHNIQUES OF MEDITATION/YOGA/ASCETICISM

- DIFFERENCES

- IGNORES THE GODS

- DENIES THE CASTE SYSTEM EXISTENCE  (REINCARNATION)



THE FOUR NOBLE TRUTHS  =ACCEPTANCE

(1) ORDINARY LIFE IS FULL OF SUFFERING.

(2) THIS SUFFERING IS CAUSED BY OUR OWN DESIRE 
TO SATISFY OURSELVES.

(3) THE WAY TO END SUFFERING IS TO END DESIRE 
FOR SELFISH GOALS.

(4) THE WAY TO END DESIRE IS TO FOLLOW THE 
MIDDLE PATH.



THE MIDDLE PATH
PLEASURE     AND    DENIAL 
(DESIRE)                       (ASCETICISM)

(1) RIGHT VIEW

(2) RIGHT INTENTION

(3) RIGHT SPEECH

(4) RIGHT ACTION

(5) RIGHT LIVELIHOOD

(6) RIGHT EFFORT

(7) RIGHT MINDFULNESS

(8) RIGHT CONCENTRATION



Sakyamuni Buddha, Pradesh, India



ANCIENT INDIA

NEW DYNASTIES & EMPIRES

CREATING COHESION OUT OF RIVAL KINGDOMS

Å The Mauryan Dynasty

Å Kushan Kingdom & Silk Road

Å The Guptas
This file is licensed under the Creative

Commons Attribution ShareAlike

2.5 License. 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f7/Asokanpillar.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Creative_Commons
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.5/




THE MAURYAN DYNASTY

ÅALEXANDER THE GREATõS CONQUEST?

ÅCHANDRAGUPTA MAURYA (324-302 B.C.) 

ÅORGANIZED PROVINCIAL GOVT.

ÅSUPPORTED BY STRONG MILITARY

ÅASOKA (269-232 B.C.)  

ÅEMBRACE AND PROMOTES BUDDHISM

ÅDEATH OF ASOKA = 500 YRSREGIONAL WARFARE

"Fair use" Picture from msn encarta: "Pillar of Ashoka", downloaded on 13 Sep 2007 

http://au.encarta.msn.com/media_461550205_761560092_-1_1/Pillar_of_Ashoka.html



THE KUSHAN KINGDOM

ÅRULED AN EMPIRE FROM 1 TO 300 A.D.

ÅPLAYED A CRUCIAL ROLE IN THE SILK ROADS 

NETWORK

ÅWHAT DOES THE òSILK ROADó REFER TO?

ÅPARTHIANS END KUSHAN DOMINANCE















ÅEMPIRE FROM 3RD TO 5TH CENTURY A.D.

ÅGREATEST STATE SINCE THE MAURYAN EMPIRE

ÅEXTENSIVE TRADE, GOLD, SILVER MINING

ÅAUTONOMY TO LOCAL GOVERNMENT

ÅAN EMPIRE OF TOLERANCE, PROSPERITY

ÅTHE HUNS INVADE 

ÅTHE EMPIRE FALLS IN 5TH CENTURY

ÅBUDDHISM  -> HINDUISM

ÅBY 1000 BUDDHISM ALMOST DISAPPEARS

THE GUPTA DYNASTY





CHINA

453 ATTILA DIES ON HIS WEDDING NIGHT

618 TANG EMPIRE FOUNDED

907-60 FIVE DYNASTIES PERIOD

960 SONG DYNASTY BEGINS

1271 YUAN DYNASTY RULES (MONGOLS)



ANCIENT CHINA
3000 B.C. TO 500 A.D.

ÅGEOGRAPHY

ÅSHANG DYNASTY



Å MESOPOTAMIA 

Å ðWHEAT 

Å INDIA 

Å ðWHEAT, BARLEY

Å CHINA

Å ðMILLET (NORTH) & RICE 

(SOUTH)

Å MEXICO

Å ðMAIZE (CORN)







GEOGRAPHY

ÅRIVER VALLEY

ÅYANGTZE

ÅHUANG (YELLOW)

ÅNAME COMES FROM COLOR

ÅòCHINAõS SORROWó

ÅFERTILE SOIL

ÅDEVASTATING FLOODING

ÅDESERT TO THE WEST

ÅSTEPPE TO THE NORTH

ÅMOUNTAINS TO THE SOUTH



EARLY DYNASTIES
ÅTHREE ANCIENT DYNASTIES

ÅXIA, SHANG, ZHOU

ÅXIA (SHEE-OH) 

ÅFLOOD CONTROL

ÅSHANG

Å1700 - 1027 B.C.

ÅWRITING (ORACLE BONES)

ÅBRONZE

ÅZHOU




